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Eliade, Mircea (1963); Myth and Reality,Volume 31 of World Perspectives, Translated by
Willard R. Trask, New York: Harper & Row Publishers.
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2 Carl Sauer

3 Sauer, C. O. (1963). Land and life: A selection from the writings of Carl Ortwin Sauer (J. Leighly, Ed.).
University of California Press

# Jackson, P. (1989). Maps of meaning: An introduction to cultural geography (Vol. 1, Contours). Routledge.
* Crang, M. (1998). Cultural geography. Routledge.
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! Pierre Nora
% Halbwachs, M. (1992). On collective memory. University of Chicago Press.

3 Nora, P. (1996). Realms of memory: Rethinking the French past (Vols. 1-3, A. Goldhammer, Trans.).
Columbia University Press.
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Iran & Iranology

(Iran o Iranshenasi)

Scientific Journal of Iranian Society of Iranology
Vol. I, No. 1, Autumn 2025

Iranian Resistance to Sustain National Identity in the
Face of the Arab Muslim Conquest;
from the Battle of Qadisiyyah to the Battle of Nahavand

Simin Ghorbapoor Dashtaki'

Abstract

The present study, with a theoretical-analytical approach, examines the reaction of
Iranians against the attack of Arab Muslims and explains the role of Attribution
Theory in analyzing their collective identity. Based on this theory, Iranians, with a
tendency toward stable internal attributions, although defeated by the Arabs in the
short term, were able in the long term to reproduce their identity structure. Relying
on historical sources and psychological concepts, the author attempts to analyze the
reaction of Iranians in facing this event from the perspective of national identity.
The article shows that Iranian identity, consisting of territorial and political
elements, had been consolidated during the Sasanian period but faced serious
challenges in confrontation with the Arab invasion. According to Attribution
Theory, Iranians attributed the cause of their defeat to internal factors (such as the
weakness of the central government and internal and external conflicts) and, in
response to this crisis, adopted two strategies: resistance and submission. Military
resistance took shape in the form of battles from al-Qadisiyyah to Nahavand. This
article seeks to evaluate the effect of these resistances on the preservation of Iranian
identity.

Keywords: Arab invasion, Sasanian Empire, Iranian resistance, Attribution
Theory, Iranian Identity.

' PhD graduate in Iranian History, Al-Zahra University, Tehran, Iran (sima45g@gmail,com)
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Scientific Journal of Iranian Society of Iranology
Vol. I, No. 1, Autumn 2025

Historical Representation of Geographical Extent of Iran
and Its Role in Emergence and Sustainability of Iranian
Identity

Abolfazl Rajabi'

Abstract

The geographical expanse of the Iranian Plateau has, throughout history, played
multiple diverse yet coherent and convergent roles in preserving and advancing
Iranian culture, civilization, and identity. From this perspective, the geographical
domain of the Iranian homeland may be regarded as one of the fundamental pillars
in the formation and continuity of Iran's historical statehood, occupying an
undeniable place among the essential elements that constitute national identity,
foster a sense of belonging among Iranians, and establish symbolic and physical
boundaries distinguishing them from non-Iranians .As the cradle of the emergence,
development, and flourishing of both spiritual and worldly values of the Iranshahr
civilization, Iran has influenced the personal behaviors, collective cohesion, and
lifestyle of its inhabitants—just as it has, in turn, been shaped by their actions. This
reciprocal dynamic has enabled the continuity of national consciousness within the
spatial framework of its geography .Accordingly, this article seeks—through a
descriptive-analytical approach—to demonstrate how Iranians, across various
historical periods, have perceived and represented the territorial extent of Iran, and
how this evolving perception, amid historical and geographical transformations, has
contributed to the continuity of their national identity.

Keywords: National consciousness, Iranzamin, geography of Iranshahr, country,
Iranian identity.

! PhD Student of Political Sciences, Mazandaran University, Tehran, Iran (Rajabiabolfazl021@gmail.com)
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Scientific Journal of Iranian Society of Iranology
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Historical and Architectural Features and Decorative
Arrangements of Qajar Houses;
Case Study of the Aghajan Nasab Complex in Babol

Nastaran Jalali Moghaddam'

Abstract

Numerous monuments from different historical periods have been left throughout
Iran, a significant portion of which belong to the Qajar era. Among the various cities
of the country, Babol city in Mazandaran province has a special place in the
preservation and maintenance of Qajar houses. This has led to the fact that the
monuments remaining from the Qajar era in this city are more significant in terms of
quantity and quality, due to the specific cultural, climatic, and historical conditions
of the region, as well as the social structure of that era, compared to previous periods
and neighboring cities. The present article, focusing on the “Aghajan Nasab House”,
which is considered one of the prominent examples of residential architecture of the
Qajar era in Babol, attempts to take a step towards better introducing it to today's
generation by identifying the historical, cultural, and architectural features of this
building. The ultimate goal is to strengthen public awareness of cultural heritage and
emphasize the effective role of such buildings in consolidating Iranian national and
cultural identity.

Keywords: Babol, Aghajan Nasab House, Qajar architecture.

' M. A. student of Iranology, Iranology Foundation, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran
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A Comparative Study of the Relationship between Theme
and Form in the Paintings of Selselat adh-Dhahab by
Jami in Golestan Museum from the Perspective of the Use
of Multi-Spatial Spaces

Parisa Akhavan'

Mahnaz Shayestehfar®

Abstract

The association of painting and literature throughout the history of Iranian art is an
inextricable link. The various innovations and styles, all of which were valuable
measures of painters to better reflect the miracle of Persian literature in different
periods, have turned the history of Iranian painting into one of the richest cultural
treasures. Therefore, comparative research between the two fields of literature and
painting makes the capabilities and effects of painting clearer in the light of verses
and texts and makes the necessity of preserving this valuable heritage more obvious.
The present study aims to conduct a comparative study between the text of Jami's
Selselat adh-Dhahab and the paintings derived from it from the perspective of the
use of multi-dimensional spaces, and to answer the fundamental question of how the
use of multi-dimensional spaces in the paintings under study has helped to reflect
the simple literary narrative in painting? This study is based on the assumption that
Iranian painting, by using multi-dimensional spaces, has combined details of the
precedence and delay of the temporal and spatial events of the text in a single space,
which has led to the richness and breadth of the visual language. The aim of this
study is to validate the artist's choice of words while maintaining the textual values,
strong visual expression, and expressiveness of the paintings in terms of the use of
native visual methods. The result of the adaptation of content and form in the study
was to create the possibility of a broader narrative in the space of the painting by
using multi-dimensional spaces in order to express Jami's literary story as accurately
as possible.

Keywords: Iranian painting, Selselat adh-Dhahab, Seven Colors, Comparative
studies, Multidimensional spaces.
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Truth and Appearance in the Armenian play “Vahan and
Razm-dokht” based on David Davis's perspective

Maryam Mousavi Jeshvaghani'
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Armond Keshishian®

Abstract

The Armenian drama ,Vahan and Razm-Dokht, is a noteworthy text from both
aesthetic and historical perspectives. The Iranian author of this drama, Gevorg Darfi
(Avanesian), has set its narrative during the years when Vahan Mamikonian, an
Armenian marzban (frontier governor), served under the Sasanian court. Beyond
expressing patriotism and the amicable relations between Armenia and Iran, this
work holds significance for highlighting the longstanding cultural and strategic ties
between the two nations. Therefore, this study seeks to explore a method for
demonstrating the author’s imagination and its alignment with both explicit and
derived truths in the play. Drawing on David Davies’ perspective that fictional
narratives may contain propositions that hold true in the real world, this research
addresses the question: “What is true in the story?” The study aims to first introduce
the relatively unknown text of this play and then compare it with historical sources
related to the Sasanians to delineate the boundary between its historical truth in
Sasanian Iran and its fictional representation. It also seeks to illustrate the concept of
“reality and representation” in the play in the context of Sasanian Iran’s history and
to answer the question: “What constitutes truth and representation in this work?”
This research has been conducted using a documentary and descriptive-analytical
method. Its findings indicate that most of the play’s characters do not align with
historical records, and the fictional aspect of the text overshadows its historical
reality. Nevertheless, the play is crafted in such a way that its alignment with the
history of Sasanian Iran appears highly convincing to the reader.

Keywords: Truth and Appearance, the play Vahan and Razm-dokht, Sasanian
history, Georg Darfi, David Davis.
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From Writing to Painting;
Reflection of Avesta Descriptions of Anahita in Narseh's
Petroglyph

Yaghoub Fouladi'
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Abstract

One of the most prominent and revered deities in the belief system of ancient
Iranians is Aradvisir Anahita, the goddess of waters, fertility, and abundance. The
significance of this divinity is evident in the Avesta, where an entire Yasht is
dedicated to her in great detail, as well as in the inscription of Artaxerxes I of the
Achaemenid dynasty, who invokes Anahita alongside Ahura Mazda and Mithra in
legitimizing his kingship. Her elevated status is further attested in the Sasanian rock
reliefs and Pahlavi texts. In the Aban Yasht of the Avesta — the specific Yasht
devoted to the goddess of waters — numerous spiritual and physical attributes of
Anahita are enumerated, either directly or through invocations and hymns. The
present study aims to investigate whether the iconography of this goddess in
Sasanian rock reliefs reflects the detailed descriptions found in the Aban Yasht.
Adopting a descriptive-analytical method and mythological criticism grounded in
the theoretical framework of Mircea Eliade, this research explores the depiction of
Anahita in both the Aban Yasht and the rock relief of Narseh at Nagsh-e Rostam.
The findings indicate that the motif of divine investiture on the mountain—depicted
in the Sasanian reliefs—mirrors the sacred and recurring pattern as conveyed in
Zoroastrian texts such as the Aban Yasht. Sasanian kings, including Narseh, appear
to have consciously repeated this sacred pattern. The rock carvers, artists, and
Zoroastrian priests of the Sasanian period likely used these textual sources as a
referential framework in shaping the image of the goddess Anahita. The
iconography of Anahita is thus markedly distinct from that of noblewomen and
princesses, yet consistent with the imagery and attributes presented in the Aban
Yasht.

Keywords: Anahita, Avesta, Sasanian rock reliefs, Investiture of Narseh,
Mythological Criticism.
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Studying and tracing the roots of Babak Khorramdin's
religious and social movement in Mazdakism

Parisa Rahimi'

Abstract

Following the conquest of Iran by the Muslim Arabs, the political, social, and
religious conditions deteriorated, leading to a period of silence and obscurity that
lasted for two centuries, during which various transformations occurred in the
country. In the early centuries after the Arab invasion, various groups and sects rose
up in rebellion against the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphs. Among the most
significant political and social movements of that era was the Babak Khorramdin
uprising, also known as the Khorramdinan movement, which posed a serious
challenge to the caliphate for many years. The most important feature of this
movement was its roots in Mazdakism, a doctrine believed by historians and
researchers to have survived in various regions of Iran since the time of Khosrow
Anushirvan through the followers of Mazdak. These roots were nurtured and
developed within the Khorramdinan movement, eventually emerging as the
Khorrami and Khorramiya beliefs. This article takes a review-based approach to
investigate and trace the influence of Mazdakism in the religious and social
movement of Babak Khorramdin. The findings indicate that many of the beliefs,
principles, and doctrines of the Khorramdinan religious and social movement stem
from Mazdakite ideas.

Keywords: Mazdak, Babak Khorramdin, religious and social movement,
Khorramdinan.
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In this issue, we have attempted to cover a range of topics by utilizing the diverse and specialized
perspectives of researchers; from rereading ancient periods and analyzing power structures in history,
to examining social dynamics and cultural changes in the modern era. Our goal is not simply to relay

information, but rather to provide a space for discussion and exchange of views on Iranology issues.

We believe that understanding Iran requires a multidimensional perspective and a transition from
simplistic stereotypes. Our journal strives to help its readers gain a more accurate, coherent, and,
of course, realistic picture of this territorial and cultural area by presenting case studies, theoretical
analyses, and documentary reports. I would like to thank the authors and researchers who have shared
their findings with us with scientific precision and obsession; as well as the members of the Board
of Directors of the Iranian Society of Iranology and the colleagues of this journal, especially Mr.
Engineer Ezzatzadeh, who have worked hard to organize the technical affairs of the journal. I hope
that this issue will be a small but effective step towards enriching the knowledge of Iranology and a

platform for deeper reflections from you, my dears.

Sincerely,

Mahmoud Jaafari Dehaghi
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Editor's Note

In the name of God, the Giver of Life and Wisdom

Iran, not only as a geographical unit, but also as a complex cultural and historical phenomenon,
has always been the focus of Iranological studies. The history of this land is intertwined with deep
layers of culture, art, and politics, and has always been a challenging subject for researchers. In
today’s world, where accurate recognition of identities has become more important than ever, the
fundamental question is: In the era of pluralism and rapid global changes, how can we establish a
strong link between official narratives, lived experiences, and objective realities with a scientific and

distant perspective?

The journal “Iran and Iranology” has chosen its path with this fundamental question and challenge.
We believe that Iranology, beyond a purely descriptive study of the past, requires an analytical and
critical approach; an approach that can explore the link between “historical roots” and “current social
structures” with scientific accuracy. Ina world where redefining cultural identities and boundaries has
become one of humanity’s main concerns, returning to methodological foundations in understanding
Iran is an undeniable necessity. On the other hand, in recent decades, new theories such as cultural
history, historical narratology, and discourse criticism have provided researchers with new analytical

tools, causing Iranology to move away from a purely descriptive format and toward interpretive and

critical analyses.
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